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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2017 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a meeting on 

Thursday, June 1, 2017 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly 

Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Theresa Albanese, Chair, 

called the meeting to order at 7:01 with the following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  James Sullivan, Jeff Crown, William Camp, 

Christopher Borowy, Greg Ali & Walter Grover      

  Alternates: Lisa Jansson & Carolyn Futtner 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 A quorum was determined. 

                      

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited by everyone in attendance 

 

 

4.  Approval of Minutes – Regular meeting of May 4, 2017  

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as presented.   

Mr. Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

     - Special Meeting of May 11, 2017 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Special Meeting Minutes 

as presented.   Mr. Camp seconded.   Motion passed unanimously on a 

voice vote. 

 

 

5. Reports from Public, Press and ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 Nothing this evening. 
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6. Inland Wetland / Floodplain Filling Applications 

 A. Information/Action – IW#1260 – Application of Mark and 

Rachel Colite seeking to install an in-ground pool within the Upland 

Review Area.  Property located at 270 Blue Hills Drive. 

 Sev Bovino, Planner with Kratzert, Jones & Associates, presented 

the application. 

 The property is located at 270 Blue Hills Drive on the eastern 

portion of Southington.    

 There is a band of wetlands on the easterly side of the property 

very close to the house with intermittent watercourses coming in here 

(indicating) and heading north.  The flow is in this 

direction(indicating). 

 We have hired a soil scientist to flag the wetlands.  We located 

the wetlands flags and they are on the maps in front of you.  The 

report was submitted with the application. 

 The proposal is for a pool, the smallest we could put in there, 

16 by 32, to the side of the house next to the deck (indicating). 

 There is a well that we are required to stay 25 feet away from 

but I spoke to the health department and they are going to allow us to 

stay 15 feet away so we can stay as far away from the wetlands as 

possible. We are centering the proposed pool between the edge of the 

wetlands and the well that exists on the side of the house. 

 The closest point to the wetlands is 15 feet from the pool area.   

 We also need a side yard variance from the zoning board of 

appeals as the pool is in the side yard and not in the backyard.  We 

cannot place it in the backyard. 

 The area in question is grass area next to the house and it is 

reasonably flat.  We don’t expect any problems when we are doing the 

excavation with the erosion controls installed prior to the 

construction.   There are some trees, but it where it skates the 

property line with the neighbor.  It has been maintained as grass. 

 Appropriate notes and details are on the plan.   

 We are proposing some plantings along the wetlands between the 

pool area and the wetland.  The listing of the plantings are on the 

top right of the sheet. This is intended to provide some buffer to the 

wetlands and some nesting sites.      

 Discussion. 

 We have received staff comments and we responded to the comments.  

We are proposing a double row of erosion controls.  The soil shall be 

stockpiled outside the established lawn are and the equipment will be 
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entering from the driveway along the front of the house to reach the 

work area. 

 The upland review area disturbance is 1,900 sf.  The total 

wetlands area is 8,400 sf.  The buffer area is 15,830 sf. 

 It is served by public sewer and private well. 

 We have a gas line easement which is quite large.  That is 

another reason why we could not move anything further away from the 

wetlands. 

 Mr. Lavallee did a checklist which was pretty basic.  Erosion 

control and plantings. 

 Discussion of the site and the timeframe.  We have to wait the 

14-day appeal period, but a vote could be taken at the onsite. 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to table which Mr. Borowy seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 Site walk set for June 15, 2017 at 5:00 pm. 

  

7. Communications    

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 The Chair noted students in the audience.  They are in a freshman 

honors civic class.   Otherwise, nothing this evening. 

 

8. Conservation Issues / Unfinished Business / Miscellaneous 

  Mr. Grover reported the tree give away was a huge success.  

About an hour and a half.  It was a lot of fun. 

 

  Mr. Lavallee reported the second phase of Applegate is going 

forward.  I think it is 53 or so condominium units.  They had a 

previous approval from this commission and it has since expired.  

There is no new real impact.  Two outfalls I will do agent approval 

on, if that’s all right.  The site is cleared and it was cleared under 

the old approval.  The standard erosion controls are going to be in 

place.  Two outfalls with rip rap just within the 50’ upland review 

area.  There is nothing outside of what was approved.  The designs are 

changing.             

 Discussion. 

 The Chair advised as long as you are doing agent approval and 

inspection, everybody is fine with that. 
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 Mr. Lavallee reported on a potential violation that had been 

discussed.  The Chair said the disturbance was in the upland review 

area similar to the application we had before us.  There is something, 

foundations, excavations or clearing.  Anything going in the upland 

review area, most homeowners know they need to come before us to get 

approval.   Mr. Lavallee responded usually they call and ask. 

  

 Mr. Lavallee noted a map amendment is coming in on Welch Road for 

next time.  We haven’t had one in a while. 

 

 Mr. Borowy commented both of the local newspapers have had 

articles about the restrooms going in on the linear trail.  One of 

those, the trail to it from the linear trail skirts the wetlands.  

Just as a point of interest to note that is the one over near Goat 

Island. 

 Mr. Lavallee responded that agent approval was done on that one.  

Engineering has a design for it.  They are having small stone as a 

bleed through underneath the trail.  It is not a direct hydrological 

connection through wetland soils.  An area was filled about four years 

ago.  They are bedding the trail itself in stone.  If there was ever 

high water it would go through the stone.  No impact or encroachment 

to the URA or wetlands. 

 The other one is at the train station depot.  No impact there. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Sullivan made a motion to adjourn which Mr. Ali seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 o’clock, p.m.) 


